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ANTI-PRYING DEVICE FOR USE WITH A SAFE 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to devices for use with a safe to prevent 
the safe from being pried or otherwise uprooted from its anchorings. 

2. Background Art 

A safe is an enclosure used to keep articles for safe-keeping. Thieves 
10 have been know to steal the articles stored within safes. In some case, rather than 
breaking the safe's lock, thieves have been know to steal the safe by prying the safe 
from its anchorings. The entire safe is then stolen once it is uprooted from its 
anchorings. 

One such prying example relates to inserting a prying element 
15 between a door hinge and the surface to which the safe is secured, typically the 
floor. Once so positioned, the prying element can be wedged and worked against 
the door hinge and the floor to uproot the safe from its anchorings. 

The prying element can be any device which is capable of applying 
sufficient force between the hinge and the floor to uproot the safe. A hydraulic jack 
20 is one such device. The jack applies force by expanding itself jack between the door 
hinge and the floor. As the hinges are typically very strong, the upwardly 
expanding jack causes the hinge to raise the safe up from the floor such that the 
anchorings are pulled out of the floor. 
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There are a number of safes in use which may be susceptible to being 
uprooted from their anchorings and stolen in this or a similar manner. Thus, there 
exists a need for an anti-prying device which can prevent the uprooting of safes. 
Because the safes in use today are typically already anchored in position, it is 
5 desirable to provide an anti-prying device which can be retro-fitted as an after- 
market item without incurring the additional expense of re-anchoring the safe. 

In addition, as many of the currently used safes are scheduled for 
replacement with new safes which may be similarly susceptible to being uprooted 
from the anchorings, it is also desirable to provide an anti-prying device which can 
10 be used with replacement safes without requiring additional removal or 
modification. 

Thus, it is desirable to provide an after-market anti-prying device that 
allows for the replacement of existing safes without requiring that the anti-prying 
device be removed or modified and that also prevents uprooting and stealing of the 
15 safe by jacking up or otherwise prying up the safe. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide an after- 
market anti-prying device that allows for the replacement of existing safes without 
requiring that the anti-prying device be removed or modified and that also prevents 
20 uprooting and stealing of the safe by jacking up or otherwise prying up the safe. 

One aspect of the present invention relates to an anti-prying device 
being a member that is positioned between a protrusion on the safe and a floor to 
which the safe is secured. Preferably, the protrusion is a door hinge and the 
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member is extended relative to the door hinge to restrict insertion of a prying 
element between the door hinge and the floor. 

In this manner, a prying element is substantially prevented from being 
wedgeable and workable between the door hinge and the floor. The inability to 
5 insert the prying element thereby incapacitates the prying up of the safe from. For 
Example, the anti-prying device can prevent the insertion of a jack between the door 
hinge and the floor, thus preventing the jack from prying up the safe. 

The member can comprise a base portion and a rod. Preferably, the 
base portion is secured to a portion of the floor in front the safe. The rod extends 
10 away from the base portion and is sufficiently dimensioned to extend between the 
door hinge and the floor. The base portion holds the rod in position, and the rod in 
turn restrict insertion of the prying element between the door hinge and the floor. 

The member can include a number of apertures in the base. The 
apertures can be used to receive a corresponding number of anchors to anchor the 
15 base to the floor. Any number of anchors can secure the base to the floor. 
Preferably, the anchors are of a non-removable type, such as expandable bolts or 
one- way /headless screws. 

The rod and base can include any suitably strong material. 
Preferably, it is sufficiently rigid to prevent being bent, such as steel. Such rigidity 
20 can be helpful in preventing the use of a prying element to bend the rod relative to 
the axis of the door hinge so as to prevent bending the rod out of the way for 
insertion of a jack. 

The rod can be sufficiently dimensioned widthwise to cover an area 
between the safe door and the hinge. This can further help prevent bending of the 
25 rod by preventing the inserting of a prying element between the door and the rod. 
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One aspect of the present invention relates a method for preventing 
stealing of a safe. The method can be used for preventing stealing of a safe caused 
by inserting a prying element between a door hinge of the safe and a surface to 
which the safe is anchored. The method generally prevents stealing caused by 
5 wedging and working the prying element against the hinge and the surface to uproot 
the anchored safe. 

The method includes providing an anti-prying element device having 
a base and a rod extending from the base. The anti-prying element is then aligned 
with the door hinge such that the rod is aligned substantially co-axially with the 
10 hinge to restrict insertion of the prying element between the door hinge and the 
surface. With the rod alignment, the prying element is prevented from being 
wedgeable and workable between the door hinge and the surface. The base is then 
anchored once the anti-prying device is aligned. In this manner, the anti-prying 
element can be added to previously installed safes to protect the safes against theft. 



15 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGURE 1 illustrates safe system in accordance with the present 

invention; 

FIGURE 2 illustrates anti-prying device in accordance with the 
present invention; and 

20 FIGURE 3 illustrates a flowchart for preventing stealing of a safe by 

prying the safe from its anchorings. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S) 

FIGURE 1 illustrates safe system 10 in accordance with the present 
invention. Safe system 10 generally comprises safe 12 and anti-prying device 14. 
Safe 12 can include any type of safe which includes an enclosure for storing and 
5 protecting articles. 

Thieves have been know to steal the articles stored within safes. In 
some case, rather than breaking the safe's lock, thieves have been know to steal the 
safe by prying the safe from its anchorings. The entire safe is then stolen once it is 
uprooted from its anchorings. 

10 Anti-prying 14 device is intended to limit stealing of safe 12 from 

insertion of a prying element (not shown) between door hinge 18 and floor (surface) 
20. This type of thievery has been known to be used by thieves to uproot safe 12 
from its anchorings 24, 26, 28, and 30. Once safe 12 is uprooted from its 
anchorings, it can be carried away (stolen). 

15 The prying element can be any device which is capable of applying 

sufficient force between hinge 18 and the floor 20 to uproot safe 12. A jack is one 
such device. The jack is operable to apply prying force by expanding between door 
hinge 18 and floor 20. Anti-prying device 14 prevents the insertion of a jack or 
other prying element between hinge 18 and surface 20. 

20 FIGURE 2 illustrates anti-prying device 14. Anti-prying device 14 

includes base 36 and rod 38. Rod 38 extends away from base 36 in a generally 
perpendicular fashion. Rod 38 is typically welded to base 36, but it could be 
attached thereto or formed integral thereto by other means. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, rod 38 extends 
25 proximate hinge 18 without interfering with operation of hinge 18. Rod 38 is shown 
as being rounded, however, rod 38 may comprises any shape or configuration and 
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it need not extend away from base 36 in only a perpendicular fashion. More than 
one rod 38 can be used with a single base 36. 

Base 36 includes a number of apertures 40, 42, 44, and 46 for 
receiving anchors 50, 52, 54, and 56 to anchor base 36 to floor 20. In some cases, 
5 the anchors can be non-removable bolts or other fastening devices, such as one-way 
or headless bolts. 

Alternatively, holes can be drilled into surface 20 such that the 
anchors can be inserted and covered with a solidifying compound to secure the bolts 
therein. Expanding bolts can be also used. Expanding bolts are inserted in 
10 correspondingly drilled holes and tightened such that outward pressure is exerted 
against the drilled holes to secure the bolts therein. 

Rod 38 is also preferably sufficiently sized to prevent insertion of a 
pry -bar or other element between door 60 and rod 38. Generally, the dimensioning 
is sufficient to cause rod 36 to extend from door 60 to at least the front outer portion 
15 of hinge 18 so that no portion hinge 18 is accessible to a jack. 

Anti-prying device 14 is preferable made of sufficiently strong 
material, such as steel or iron. It is preferably positioned in front of safe 12 so that 
rod 38 is co-axially aligned with door hinge 18. However, all that is required is that 
rod 38 be sufficiently positioned relative to hinge 18 to prevent prying up of hinge 
20 18. 

Advantageously, anti-prying device 14 guards against theft without 
interfering with operation of safe 12. In this manner, anti-prying device 14 is 
especially beneficial as an after market addition to previously installed safes. 

Moreover, it can be easily positioned and anchored to surface 20. 
25 Because anti-prying device 14 is not secured to safe 12, safe 12 can be replace 
without requiring removal or modification of anti-prying device 14. 
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. FIGURE 3 illustrates a flowchart of a method for preventing stealing 

of a safe. The method can be used for preventing stealing of a safe caused by 
inserting a prying element between door hinge 18 and floor 20. 

The method is particularly suitable to prevent stealing caused by 
5 wedging and working the prying element against the hinge and the surface to uproot 
the anchored safe; The method, however, is not so limited. Rather, it can be use 
in other applications to prevent similar uprooting and theft. 

Block 66 relates to providing an anti-prying element device having 
a base and a rod extending from the base. Preferably, block 66 relates to providing 
10 anti-prying device 14. 

Block 68 relates to aligning the anti-prying element provided in block 
66 with a door hinge. Preferably, the rod is aligned co-axially with the hinge to 
restrict insertion of the prying element between the door hinge and the surface. 

With the rod alignment, the prying element is substantially prevented 
15 from being wedgeable and workable between the door hinge and the surface. 
Depending on the size and shape of aligned anti-prying device, however, the rod 
may not need to be co-axially aligned with the hinge. For example, if the rod is 
sufficiently large, it may have its axis offset laterally relative to the axis of the door 
hinge. 

20 Block 70 relates to anchoring the base once the anti-prying device is 

aligned. The anchoring preferably includes using a non-removable anchor, such as 
an expandable bolt or one-way or headless bolt. In this manner, the anti-prying 
element can be added to previously installed safes to protect the safes against theft 
while also being difficult to remove by thieves. 



25 
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While embodiments of the invention have been illustrated and 
described, it is not intended that these embodiments illustrate and describe all 
possible forms of the invention. Rather, the words used in the specification are 
words of description rather than limitation, and it is understood that various changes 
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 



